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North Carolina Agricultural and Techni-
cal State University’s Chancellor, Harold L. 
Martin Sr. sent out an email to the university 
on Tuesday Nov. 7, 2017 stating that “a staff 
member at the Joint School of Nanoscience 
and Nanoengineering (JSNN) discovered 
a noose hanging in the school’s facilities.” 
JSNN is located in the Gateway University 
Research Park off Gate City Blvd. 

The school is an operating collaboration 
between N.C. A&T and the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG).

Chancellor Martin’s statement also ad-
dressed that the individual responsible for 
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Racist joke taken too far...
PATRICK BATTLE

Editor in Chief

Aggies grant a Christmas wish

COURTESY OF TWITTER

9 year old Jacob Thompson seated beside his favorite penguins in Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital at Maine Medical Center.

Jacob Thompson, a nine year-old with 
Neuroblastoma, has made only one wish for 
Christmas, and North Carolina Agricultural 
and Technical State University students 
have made efforts for his Christmas wish to 
come true.

According to Thompson’s GoFundMe 
page, he was diagnosed with Stage 4 
Neuroblastoma in February of 2014. 

He went through a variety of surgeries 
for the tumor to be removed; six months 
later doctors discovered his cancer was 
incurable. After learning of the news, 
Thompson’s family put out a Christmas 
request to the world for a “fast forward” 
to the Christmas holiday, and for people to 
send Thompson as many Christmas cards 
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Aggies support cancer patient #NCATstandsWithJacob
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In continuation with the Fall 2016 recon-
struction of the College of Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences (CAHSS), the Political 
Science, History, and Criminal Justice de-
partments will be merging for the latter half 
of the school year. 

Under this new proposal, history and po-
litical departments will be combining under 
one new department. The criminal justice 
department, which currently operates with 
the political science department, will be-
come a stand-alone department. 

Many students and faculty found out 
about the realignment through various un-
confi rmed sources before any conclusive 
word from the school was received. The 
university sent out an offi cial memorandum 
about the department shifts on Nov. 10, 
2017. 

Many faculty and staff who will be af-
fected by the realignment were puzzled as 
to why they were not directly informed from 
the university about the departmental chang-
es. Various political science students voiced 
their concerns and agitations on Twitter. 

“Imagine exploiting the legacy of the 
A&T Four for years and then shutting down 
the most politically engaged department on 
campus,” said @delaneypv15.

“The Political Science Department is not 
being suppressed by the University. -Nicole 
Pride and NCAT administration,” said @
Nik_knight96.  

According to a memorandum sent by Dr. 
Beryl McEwen, interim Provost and Vice 
Chancellor of Academic Affairs, there are 
three core benefi ts to realignment: 

There is a signifi cant precedent for orga-
nizing history and political science together 
across academia. 

Realignment is still pending for approval 
and fi nal review by the N.C. A&T Board of 
Trustees. The shift is expected to go into ef-
fect for the Spring 2018 term. 
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the disturbing act was an outside contractor 
who informed the authorities of N.C. A&T, 
UNCG, and Greensboro police departments 
that the noose was meant to be a joke. 

The contractor was terminated immedi-
ately and will not be allowed to work for the 
university or Gateway University Research 
Park in the future. 

Chancellor Martin ended the statement 
by stating, “I am deeply disturbed by this 
incident; such actions have no place at our 
university or in our society and certainly will 
not be tolerated. I am grateful to our police 
departments and our colleagues at JSNN for 
bringing the matter to a close.”

Following the release of the statement, 
students were curious to know the name of 
the contractor and the company he worked 

for. 
Students voiced their opinions via 

Twitter.
“The fact that the contractor(s) found 

an ounce of humor in hanging a noose, 
they don’t deserve to work in no facility. 
WE NEED NAMES #NCAT,” said @
hilfi ger_rich. 

“#NCAT This noose hanging incident 
is a reminder that though we attend a 
black school, even the evilness of racism 
can be witnessed there,” said @Queen_
Jessianna.

The Student Government Association 
(SGA) saw the posted questions and con-
cerns of students and responded with an 
informative statement that read, “White 
supremacy has targeted North Carolina 

Agricultural and Technical State University, 
our home and our safe haven.” 

The organization stated their opinion on 
the matter by saying, “Not only are we infu-
riated, but also frightened by the blatant act 
of racism.” 

The company involved in the incident 
is Admiral Security Services whose parent 
company is Red Coats Inc. the company is 
out of Washington D.C. 

The name of the contractor responsible 
for hanging the noose is Lindsay Willett. 

Admiral Security Services chose not to 
comment.

The students of N.C. A&T continue to 
stand against social injustices like the ones 
which transpired at JSNN.

as they could.
Caroline Cornish, the Barbara Bush 

Children’s Hospital at Maine Medical 
Center’s communications manager told 
the Sacramento Bee that Thompson has 
received over 40,000 Christmas cards so 
far. Thompson’s family uses the cards as 
decorations for the walls of his hospital 
room.

Two Aggie students recalled seeing 
Thompson’s plea on their Twitter feeds. 
Alphonso Johnson and Jessica Weaver 
stated they had an instant desire to help.

“I was very moved when I saw his story 
on Twitter. The fact that he was already 
claiming that he was not going to make 
it to Christmas really hurt my heart and 
motivated me to do something special to 
impact him and his family while they are 
dealing with an unbearable situation,” said 
Jessica Weaver, junior social work student.

 Students on campus have been creating 
and donating their cards so Johnson and 
Weaver can send them off to Thompson 
before Christmas. 

Flyers fl ooded social media to encourage 
Aggies to create Christmas cards for 
Thompson on Nov. 12, 2017. 

Students were urged to give Weaver 
and Johnson their cards on this date 
with a popular hashtag created by 
Aggies circulating through the internet 
#NCATstandsWith Jacob.

Johnson and Weaver plan to send all of 
the cards to Thompson’s hospital on Friday, 
Nov. 17, 2017. This remarkable gesture 
from students is hoped to warm the heart of 
Jacob Thompson and his family. 

“There’s too much hate in this world and 
we wanted to show people you do not have 
to do much to spread love and positivity,” 
said Weaver.
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